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2021 has been a challenging Year by means of Local fisheries 

outreach

Staffing shortage at the St Thomas DFW office

Mandated restrictions on gatherings

Overtaxed DPNR Enforcement officers

Thankfully, All of these have been rectified in 

the positive        



Activities

Visits 3 times a week to the different fish vending areas

Joseph P Bryan fish market water availability checks

Communication with the Division of Fish and Wildlife

Interviews with Fishers to be highlighted on our 

Caribbean Fishery Management media platform



Sustainable Seafood Initiative



OEAP  Presentation-

Nicole Greaux          
St. Thomas/St. John



Marine Reserves and 
Protected Areas
❖ 3 types of management
Federal, Virgin Islands 
Government, Co managed



Federal USVI Government

V.I. National Park*no commercial fishing 
allowed

Cas Cay/ Mangrove Lagoon*bait fish only, 
no take inner lagoon

Coral Reef National Monument 
*no take

Compass Point Marine Reserve* no take

Hind Bank Marine Conservation District*no 
take

Frank Bay Marine Sanctuary(Small 
Pond)*no take

Grammanik Bank*highly migratory species 
only during 3 month closure

ST. Thomas East End Reserve
*integrated areas of inclusion 





Studies and Involvement



St. Thomas East End Reserves (STEER) 
• In August 2020, DPNR-CZM took on a NOAA Coastal Management Fellow to take lead on completing a 2-

year update of the 2011 STEER Management Plan document. This process includes:
• Conducting STEER Key Informant Interviews
• A Management Plan Update Workshop Series
• Building out a STEER Management Council
• Producing an updated 2022 STEER Management Plan Document

• In June 2021, DPNR- CZM and FW hosted two SEAS Island Alliance Interns to conduct seagrass and algae 
surveys within Benner Bay and Mangrove Lagoon.
• The purpose of this project was to better understand the seagrass and algae species present with the 

two bays. 
• Currently, DPNR-CZM is conducting a STEER Public Use Survey

• The results of the survey will update DPNR's understanding of areas for activity in STEER and 
help advise the placement of informative signage around the reserves.

Hilary 
Lohmann







Thank You
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